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Public Service Commission of Wisconsin   
Rebecca Cameron Valcq, Chairperson 4822 Madison Yards Way 
Ellen Nowak, Commissioner P.O. Box 7854 
Tyler Huebner, Commissioner Madison, WI  53707-7854 

 
June 7, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Jason Peters, Administrator  
Village of Somers 
PO BOX 197 
Somers, WI 53171 
 
Re: Application of the Village of Somers, as a Water Public 

Utility, for Authority to Construct a Water Transfer Station 
and Phase I Water Mains West of the Subcontinental Divide 
in the Village of Somers, Kenosha County, Wisconsin 

5545-CW-101 

 
Dear Mr.  Peters: 
 
On January 24, 2021, the Public Service Commission (Commission) received the Village of 
Somers Water Utility’s (Utility) request for authority to construct a water transfer station and 
approximately 5 miles of water main greater than 8 inches in diameter to serve water west of the 
subcontinental divide.  (PSC REF#: 403543, PSC REF#: 403544, PSC REF#: 403545, PSC 
REF#: 403546, PSC REF#: 403547, PSC REF#: 403548, PSC REF#: 403549.)  The Commission 
requested additional information in data request PSC-Pire-1 on March 30, 2021.  (PSC REF#: 
407771.)  The Utility responded with the requested information on April 14, 2021.  (PSC REF#: 
409227, PSC REF#: 409228, PSC REF#: 409229, PSC REF#: 409230, PSC REF#: 409231, PSC 
REF#: 409232, PSC REF#: 409233, PSC REF#: 409234.)  On May 17, 2021, the Commission 
issued an Environmental Assessment Notification Letter.  (PSC REF#: 411571.) 
 
It has come to the attention of the Commission that the Utility has initiated construction of the 
project without obtaining a Certificate of Authority from the Commission.  Wisconsin Stat. § 
196.49 and Wis. Admin Code § PSC 184.03 (3) require Commission authorization prior to 
construction.  During a phone call on May 27, 2021, a consultant representing the Utility 
estimated the project is 40 percent complete and has incurred approximately $2,000,000 of costs.  
Commission staff has administratively opened docket 5545-WI-100 to investigate if a Certificate 
of Authority was required for the work completed to date on this project. 
 
Violations of state law and Commission rules are serious matters.  Utilities are expected to know 
and follow the law.  The Commission has the authority to disallow the recovery of costs of 
unauthorized projects and to refer utilities to the Wisconsin Department of Justice pursuant to 
Wis. Stat. § 196.44 for enforcement action. 
 
The Utility must immediately cease work on the water transfer station and water main 
construction until proper Commission authorization for the uncompleted portion of the project is 
received.   
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If you have any questions, please contact RJ Pire, of Commission staff, at (608) 266-7093 or by 
email at Richard.Pire1@wisconsin.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Andrew P. Galvin 
Bureau Director 
Division of Water Utility Regulation and Analysis 
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